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El NINO ADVISORY No. 2

Weak El Nifio is present in the tropical Pacific Ocean. Since October 2014, warmer than
average sea surface temperature anomaly (SSTA) of at least 0.5 °C were observed. Recent
computer output from global climate models suggest that El Nifio condition will likely to continue
until mid-2015 with the chances of strengthening toward the end of the year.

In March, the weather systems that affected the country were the northeast (NE) monsoon,
ridge of high pressure areas (HPAs), easterlies, low pressure areas (LPAs) and the passage of
one tropical cyclone, named Tropical Depression (TD) “Betty” (March 17-18) which did not make
landfall and had no direct impact to the country. The emergence of the North Pacific High
(NPH) during the later part of the month indicate the termination of the Northeast Monsoon
(NE) and a shift of wind direction from northeasterly to easterly.

Rainfall assessment from December 2014 to March 2015 showed that several areas of the
country were affected by dry spell. Dry spell is described as three (3) consecutive months of
below normal (21%-60% reduction from average) rainfall conditions or two (2) consecutive
months of way beiow normai (more than 60% reduction from average) rainfaii conditions. The
affected provinces were as follows: Abra, Benguet, Ifugao, Kalinga, Apayao, llocos Norte, llocos
Sur, La Union, Batanes, Pampanga, Tarlac, Zambales, Palawan, Negros Occidental and
Oriental, Bohol, Zamboanga del Norte, Zamboanga del Sur, Zamboanga Sibugay, Camiguin,
Lanao del Norte, Misamis Occidental and Oriental, South Cotabato, Sarangani, Agusan del
Norte, Surigao del Norte, Basilan, Lanao del Sur and Sulu.

Generally during March, slightly warmer than average night time air temperatures were
observed, while cooler than average daytime air temperatures were observed over most parts of
the country. Average ranges of temperature recorded in the country are as follows: 19°C to
34°C over the lowlands of Luzon, 14°C to 24°C for mountainous areas of Luzon, 22°C to 33°C
for Visayas, 21°C to 36°C over the lowlands of Mindanao and 18°C to 30°C over the
mountainous areas of Mindanao.

For the month of April, the weather systems that will likely to affect the country are the
easterlies, intertropical convergence zone (ITCZ), ridge of HPAs, LPAs and one tropical
cyclone, which may enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR).

Rainfall forecast for the month of April are likely to be near to above normal conditions over the
Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR), Cagayan Valley Region, Northern Mindanao, CARAGA
and Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), including the provinces of
Catanduanes, Compostela Valley, Davao Oriental and Sarangani. The rest of the country will
likely receive way below to below normal rainfall.

Slightly warmer than average air temperatures are likely to be felt in most parts of the country
for April except for slightly cooler than average air temperatures over the mountainous areas of
Luzon and Mindanao. Predicted ranges of temperature will be as follows: 21°C to 39°C over the
lowlands of Luzon, 15°C to 26°C in the mountainous areas of Luzon, 23°C to 33°C for Visayas,
23°C to 39°C in the lowlands of Mindanao and 18°C to 31°C in the mountainous areas of
Mindanao.

PAGASA will continue to closely monitor the on-going weak El Nifio condition and updates shall
be issued as appropriate. Meanwhile, concerned agencies are advised to take precautionary
measures to mitigate its potential adverse impacts. For further information, please contact the
Climatong and Agrometeorology Division (CAD) at telephone numbers 434-0955 or 435-1675.
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DROUGHT/DRY SPELL OUTLOOK
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DROUGHT/DRY SPELL ASSESSMENT
as of April 23, 2015
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